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wirt’ s off-the-charts panhead custom
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2007 /Rat Shop/Punisher Chop

Ihe FrenchCanadian bullder has take
over two dozen awards including Bes

Bike in the 2008 Toronto Spring Inte

national Bike Show. First Place in the
Pro Buatlders Class; and has also wo
Special Awards for Best Plating. Bos
Bodywork and Best Detalling

I'he hike s theme s based on the Pun

sher a cnmestopping vigilante chara

ter first introduced in the February

1974 issuc of The Amazing Spider Marn

Ihe character often appeared riding

MOLOrCy Cie int 198 1 W
sion sat behing the whee f 2 o
i Charger Al 1 20 vears ter

orking fron
Montreal arca-base Rat S D Luas
Hikos unbcashed his own news MProOve
version. Rat tells us that the maching
Ku LTS n the front of the bike
15 fully functional and spits out

rounds per second. You can actually §

it while the bike Is in motion. “Ever
tme | Cross the border | think ['m going
10 Jall, but | 100k out a coupic parts w

YOU Can T shood i, so they ket me pass

Frederick gained the "Rat”™ rep whet

he first started appcaring with his




beastly bikes
with no clectricity and had o haul the
bike through the muddy roads to get 1o

I Iived out in the woodds

the city and would show up at the bike
shows with everything covered in mud
Everyone would say ‘"Here comes the
Rat ™™ Recently he's spiffed up his image
by moving 1o town and a larger shop
because his young children are getting
ready to start school, but he kept the
moniker Rat and Rat Shop

Originally into budlding muscle cars
s casy to soc that “muscle” is still part
of Frederick's twowhecled creations —
creatures.” “Rat Mo

or should we say

tant.onc of his previous bikes, garnered

all kinds of attention and awarnds when
he unleashed it a few years ago. When
he was invited to take part in a major
Toronto bike show, he wanted 1o design
something wild and crazy and very
apgrossive looking

“The Punisber comic was one of my
favorites, so | wanted to build a bike
that was Hke a weapon, something he
would really ride,” says Rat. His first call
went 1o his friend Sam at Rolling Thun
der for a singleséded righd frame 1o get
the ball rolling. and then he opred o
bolt in a new 88inch panhead matched
t0 a Rivera tranny and a springer front
end from American Suspension. And

while that's a 214nch Extreme Machine
rolling up front, the rear is smoking s
Metzeler off, a 105 x 8 incher. all of &t
topped off by showstopping Punisber
paintjob and graphics by Air Design
Of riding the monster, Frederick says,
“Here the roads are so bad, the whole
bike could disappear in one of the pot
holes, but when | rode it in Daytona and
Sturgls, it was like being in heaven. For
sure, every place | stopped, people
went crary” The judges took a shine to
it as well At the Rat's Hole, Punisber
won 6th Place in the Radical Class and
then scored a 3rd Place in Sturgis
— FPaul Garson
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